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Medical Equipment and Supply Manufacturing
NAICS 3391

Puerto Rico has over 70 years of experience in medical equipment manufacturing. As part of the life sciences
cluster, the industry exports its products to around 80 countries. More than 2,500 medical devices are produced on
the Island. Technological research and development activities are vital for this industry, which is highly regulated,
mainly by the Federal Drugs Administration (FDA)*.

GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO

The impact of the medical equipment industry on the local economy is evident in variables such as Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), value of exports, employment, number of establishments, average earnings, among others. This
industry contributes about 5% to Puerto Rico’s GDP. During fiscal year 2024, the Island’s exports of medical devices
reached $6,024 million or 9.2% of the Island’s total exports, $65,368 million.
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MEDICAL EQUIPMENT EMPLOYMENT, ESTABLISHMENTS AND WAGES

Years Employass Establishments Average Weekly Average Annual Total Wages

Wage Pay (thousands)
2020 10,599 64 816 42,435 449,750
2021 11,300 64 788 40,970 462,961
2022 13,054 67 799 41,559 542,526
2023 13,748 72 815 42,359 582,327
2024 13,317 77 876 45,566 606,789

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW), 2025.

1Sources: DEDC database, 2025; https://www.todaysmedicaldevelopments.com/article/medical-manufacturing-puerto-rico-market-
resources/, 2025.
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Manufacturing Operations

Puerto Rico offers key advantages for medical device manufacturing operations. The proximity and accessibility of
the Island to the United States, Latin America, and the Caribbean, makes it an ideal strategic location for export and
transshipment operations. The Island provides outstanding rates of return, tax benefits, world class infrastructure,
excellent transportation, first rate communication systems, and competitive costs.

Some medical device companies doing business in Puerto Rico are Abbott, Baxter, Becton Dickinson, Cardinal
Health, Fresenius-Kabi, Medtronic, Sartorius, Stryker and Zimmer-Biomet, among others. Some of the products
manufactured in the Island are peacemakers, insulin pumps, glucose monitors, blood collection systems, hernia
patch implants, contact lenses, stents and bandages, among others?.
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LOCATION QUOTIENT OF EMPLOYMENT AND WAGES MEDICAL EQUIPMENT BY NAICS
Medical Equipment . Medical Equipment .
. . Total Manufacturing . Total Manufacturing
Region Manufacturing Manufacturing Wages )
Employment EmpICVIED (inthousands) ' 28°S (in thousands) m Surgical & Medical Instruments (339112)
Puerto Rico 13,317 82,535 606,789 3,752,595 m Surgical Appliances (339113)
United States 324,854 12,730,845 30,209,489 1,088,574,355 m Dental Equipment(339114)
PR Percentage 16.1% 16.2% m Ophthalmic Goods (339115)
Dental Laboratori 1
USA Percentage 2.6% 2.8% Lo m Dental sbordtories (339116)
1%

Location Quotient 6.3 5.8

Source: Department of Labor and Human Resources, Database 202, 2024.
Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages (QCEW), 2025.

*An LQ greater than 1is positive and indicates that a chosen region has greater concentration of employment or wages than that of the reference region.

2Source: https://www.investpr.org/key-sectors/biosciences/; https://www.todaysmedicaldevelopments.com/article/medical-
manufacturing-puerto-rico-market-resources/and DEDC database, 2025.
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Workforce

Puerto Rico develops its talented
bilingual workforce through a
rigorous and strong focus on
Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM). The
Island is home to over one
hundred accredited Universities
and Colleges with courses and

Leader In STEM Graduates

50% of university graduates hold a STEM degree

Top 25 in graduating Chemical & Industrial Manufacturing Engineers in the USA

(according to the America Society for Engineering Education)

#1 inthe US graduating Underrepresented Minorities in Engineering

(According to the American Society for Engineering Education)

Source: https://www.investpr.org/why-puerto-rico/talent-academic-assets/,2025.

study programs available in a wide range of fields. The University of Puerto Rico Mayagiiez is particularly renowned
for its engineering programs and is a significant contributor to the STEM workforce on the island. Additionally,
the Polytechnic University of Puerto Rico is highly regarded for its civil engineering programs. The talent pool is
supported by strong Research Centers, workforce development resources, and training certifications. Many of these
institutions are nationally renowned for their high concentrations of technical degree programs and for awarding

STEM majors 2.

UNIVERSITY DEGREES AWARDED

DEGREES CONFERRED IN STEM (2022)
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3Sources: DEDC Databases, 2025: Talent and Academic Assets | Invest Puerto Rico, 2025.
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Research Centers

There are 13 Science and Technology Research Centers in Puerto Rico. Combined, these Puerto Rican Scientific
Research Centers employ 228 people, earn more than $28 million in revenue each year, and have assets of $134
million. Large organizations are:

e Puerto Rico Science Technology and Research Trust- The Trust leads various initiatives fostering
innovation, research, and economic development. The programs are divided into four main areas: Research
and Development, Entrepreneurship, Public Health, and Education:

o Research and Development - These programs focus on scientific innovation, technology transfer,
and the advancement of clinical and environmental research.
o Puerto Rico Consortium for Clinical Investigation (PRCCI)
o Technology Transfer Office (TTO)
o Research Grants Program
o Centerfor Tropical Biodiversity and Conservation
o Entrepreneurship - These programs support startups, small businesses, and innovators by
providing funding, mentorship, and networking opportunities.
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o Public Health - Programs focus on strengthening Puerto Rico's healthcare system through
research, innovation, and community initiatives.

o Education - Educational initiatives aim to foster a culture of innovation and scientific knowledge
among students, professionals, and the public.

o Science City - A planned innovation district designed to foster scientific research,
entrepreneurship, and economic development. Science City will serve as a hub for
technology companies, research institutions, and startups, providing state-of-the-art
laboratories, coworking spaces, and collaboration opportunities to drive Puerto Rico’s
knowledge economy.

e Scientific Research Society - Promotes scientific investigation and education in different academic
institutions and community hospitals.

e Science Puerto Rico - Is a global community of over 15,000 scientists, students, educators, and allies who
strive to empower people through science. Their programs promote STEM careers.

o The Institute for Socio-Ecological Research - Is committed to working directly with local communities by
conducting participatory research and engagement.

e Engine-4 Foundation - Conducts engineering and technology research while providing related services®.

4Sources: Puerto Rico Science, Technology & Research Trust, 2025; Scientific Research Centers in Puerto Rico | Cause IQ, 2025.
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Foreign Trade

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT EXPORTS (FISCAL YEAR 2024)

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT EXPORTS BY COUNTRY

m United States
Percentage
NAICS Description USA Foreing Countries Total Exports ($) bl SR
Total Exports mreland
339112 Surgical & Medical 1,915,936,172 180,030,212 2,095,966,384 34.7% mBelgium
Instruments
339113 Surgical Appliances 3,508,149,740 258,845,397 3,766,995,137 62.4% m Dominican Republic
m Netherlands
339114 Dental Equipment 1,789,036 61,393 1,850,429 0.0%
mJapan
339115 Ophthalmic Goods 115,477,270 52,391,543 167,868,813 2.8%
m Other Countries
339116 Dental Laboratories 286,573 1,046,582 1,333,155 0.0%
5,541,638,791 492,375,127 6,034,013,918 Source: Puerto Rico Planning Board, External Trade, 2024.

Source: Puerto Rico Planning Board, 2024.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT IMPORTS (FISCAL YEAR 2024)

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT IMPORTS BY COUNTRY

m United States

P tage fi
NAICS Description USA Foreing Countries Total Imports ($) TTTIHEE r:um
CElulo m Dominican Republic
339112 Surgical & Medical 609,431,396 234,455,463 843,886,859 56.7% mChina
Instruments

m Taiwan
339113 Surgical Appliances 537,162,441 58,628,635 595,791,076 39.3%

m Costa Rica
339114 Dental Equipment 15,189,799 4,401,884 19,591,683 1.3% m Italy

m Canada
330115 Ophthalmic Goods 39,908,300 11,171,169 51,079,469 3.4%

m Other Countries
339116 Dental Laboratories 4,044,152 18,358 4,062,510 0.3%

1,205,736,088

308,675,509

1,514,411,597

Source: Puerto Rico Planning Board, 2024.

Advantages of Operating in Puerto Rico

U.S. Jurisdiction - FDA regulated, and protected by U.S. legal and
intellectual property standards

Workforce & Talent Development - 2,500 post grads in STEM and
health fields annualy

Advanced Academic Community - Opportunities for collaborative
research projects with local universities and research institutions

Organizational Support - PRIMEX has focused on increasing the
competitiveness of PR’s industrial base by bridging the
productivity gap for companies, identifying opportunities for
growth, and encouraging technology deployment.

More than 714 Free Trade Zones (FTZ) of qualified facilities and
more than 50 FDA approved pharmaceutical plants

Source: https://www.investpr.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/IPR_Bioscience-Bifold-2024-Web_Final.pdf;
https://primexpr.org/, 2025.

5 Source: https://www.investpr.org/key-sectors/biosciences/, 2025.

Source: Puerto Rico Planning Board, External Trade, 2024.

The logistics sector in Puerto Rico plays a critical
role in facilitating the efficient movement of
bioscience products and materials, supporting the
island’s bioscience industries, international trade,
and supply chain operations. Puerto Ricois adopting
advanced supply chain technologies such as Al-
driven predictive analytics, blockchain-based
traceability platforms and temperature-
controlled transportation solutions to optimize

the storage, handling, and distribution of
pharmaceuticals, medical devices, research
materials and agricultural biotech products,
ensuring product integrity and regulatory

compliance®
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